The Valentino Achak Deng Foundation

MARIAL BAI SECONDARY SCHOOL

2011 Volunteer Teacher Application Form

Location: Marial Bai, Southern Sudan


Description: We are currently monitoring the political and security situation on the ground in Southern Sudan, following the historic referendum vote in January. If the situation in Sudan remains peaceful, we will proceed with organizing a small team of volunteer teachers to visit the school in Marial Bai during summer 2011. Unfortunately, due to the unpredictability of the current situation in Sudan, we will not be able to fully confirm the volunteer trip until late spring or early summer 2011. 

Volunteers will help train and mentor local Sudanese teachers in teaching methods, and will co-teach classes at the school. Volunteers will provide professional development and offer classes to the Sudanese teachers in core content areas such as geography, chemistry, physics, economics, math, etc. Applicants with experience in administrations and teaching at the high-school level are encouraged to apply. Members of the Sudanese community are strongly encouraged to apply.  Teachers in all major subject areas are needed, and especially in English, ESL, math, and sciences.
Language of instruction: English

Dates and length of stay: Volunteer trips will be scheduled for summer 2011. Ideal stay is at least 8 weeks, and volunteers who are able to stay for longer periods will be given priority. Please express your date availability, preference, and flexibility.

Background: The Valentino Achak Deng Foundation is a U.S.-based nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing access to quality education in Southern Sudan, where the school system was devastated after a twenty-year civil war that ended in 2005. The Foundation constructed a large secondary school in the village of Marial Bai – the first proper high school in the region – and the campus will also include a library, teacher-training college, community center, and sports facilities. The school opened in May 2009 and is currently starting its third academic year. 

Valentino Achak Deng was born in Southern Sudan, in the village of Marial Bai. He fled Sudan in the late 1980’s during civil war, when his village was destroyed by murahaleen—the same type of militia that terrorize Darfur. Deng grew up in Ethiopian and Kenyan refugee camps, where he worked for the UNHCR as a social advocate and reproductive health educator. In 2001 he resettled to Atlanta. Deng has toured the US and Europe speaking about his life in Sudan, his experience as a refugee, and his collaboration with author Dave Eggers on What Is the What, the novelized version of Deng’s life story. As a leader in the Sudanese diaspora, Deng advocates for the universal right to education and the freedom of his people in Sudan. In 2006, Deng and Eggers established the VAD Foundation to help rebuild Sudanese communities by increasing access to educational opportunities. 

Ideal qualifications: 

-Bachelor’s degree preferred; teachers’ certificate preferred but not required

-Experience teaching at the high-school level preferred but not required

The Foundation will provide: Airport pick-up/drop-off; ground transportation within Southern Sudan; housing and meals; orientation and cultural lessons; school curriculum, syllabus, etc.

Volunteers will be responsible for: Flight & travel costs; visa expenses; immunizations; travel insurance; personal expenses. If qualified volunteers are unable to cover these expenses, our organization can help them explore possible fundraising options.  


If you have questions, please contact:
volunteer@valentinoachakdeng.org
The Valentino Achak Deng Foundation

MARIAL BAI SECONDARY SCHOOL
Volunteer Teacher Application Form

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN OR EMAIL THIS FORM TO: 


 The Valentino Achak Deng Foundation

849 Valencia St.
San Francisco, CA 94110

volunteer@valentinoachakdeng.org
SECTION A
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

	(Please underline name you go by)
Name:  (First)
(Middle)
(Last)
Male: ( Female: (

	Name as it appears on passport:

	Passport Number:                                                          
	 Country:                     Expiration Date: 

	IF SELECTED, A PHOTOCOPY OF YOUR PASSPORT ID PAGES WILL BE REQUIRED

	Birthplace:  (optional)
	Date of birth:

	Home Address:

	Telephone: (       )
	Fax: (       )

	School or Institution:

	Present Position:
	If retired, state month & year:

	School or Work Address:

	Telephone: (       )
	Fax: (       )

	Preferred e-mail:                                                                        Alternate e-mail:


	Dates of availability: 

	Volunteers who are available for longer periods will be given priority.
	(mm/dd/yy)

	
Date on which you are first available to travel to Sudan:
	

	
Latest date by which you must return home after your trip:
	


	ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

	NAME AND LOCATION OF TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTION, UNIVERSITY AND RECENT SUMMER COURSE
(continue on separate page if necessary)
	DATES
	DEGREE/CERTIFICATE
RECEIVED
	MAJOR AREA OF STUDY

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	TEACHING BACKGROUND 

	SCHOOL AND LOCATION 


	POSITION (e.g., Teacher, Principal, Dept. Head)
	GRADES TAUGHT
	SUBJECTS TAUGHT
	DATES (YEAR)

FROM           TO

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	OTHER RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE

	JOB TITLE
	DATES
	CERTIFICATE, WORKING PAPER, ETC. WHERE APPLICABLE
	LOCATION

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


 Is English your first language?

	Yes  (
	No  (
	Other (specify)  _________________________


Bearing in mind that you will be teaching unqualified or under-qualified teachers, content and methodology, what subjects and levels would you feel confident teaching? 

(In addition to core academic subjects, we will be training teachers in: Computer Literacy, School Administration, Classroom Management, Assessment Research, Health and Nutrition, and Life Skills Training.)

	SUBJECT
	Specify Grades taught

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Do you have experience with any teachers’ organizations or other groups? Please describe.

Have you ever been a participant in a Teachers Without Borders program?     Yes  (  No  (
	If yes, in what year(s)?

	In what countries?


Have you ever participated in any other community development programs designed to assist people?

	Overseas (specify countries, dates, and nature of program):

	

	

	In your country (dates and nature of program):

	

	

	List any other international and/or intercultural experience you have had:

	

	


SECTION B

RESPOND BRIEFLY:

	a)
	Why do you wish to volunteer at the Marial Bai Secondary School?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	b)
	Why do you think you are well-suited for this project? What special strengths, gifts and/or contributions would you bring to our teacher-training team?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	c)
	What role do you see yourself playing in the teacher-training team before, during, and after the assignment?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	d)
	In your opinion, what are some of the challenges of participating in international aid? How would you cope with these challenges and how do you tend to act/react in stressful or challenging situations?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	e)
	What do you think the general aims and objectives of this trip should be?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	f)
	Please describe your experience with workshops/course facilitation.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	g)
	Please describe how you would share what you learn through your volunteering experience upon return home.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


LEAVES

Occasionally, there may be emergency relief or other opportunities to do work that do not occur during scheduled holidays. Therefore it would be good to have a group of people who may be on leave. If you know that you will be on leave for any part of the year, please let us know:

	Date and duration of leave:


RECREATION AND HOBBIES
	What are your hobbies and favourite forms of recreation?

	

	


HEALTH
How do you appraise your present health?  Excellent:  (  Good:  (  Fair:  (
	If other than "excellent", give details:

	


Do you have any chronic ailments?  Yes:  (  No:  (  Any physical disability?  Yes:  (  No:  (
	If yes, specify:

	


List any technical aids (cane, wheelchair, etc.), or accessibility requirements (ramps, grab bars in washrooms, etc.) you need:

	

	


List any serious illnesses you have had, giving dates:

	

	

	


List any allergies and/or dietary restrictions you have:

	

	

	


List any other information that may be relevant:

	

	

	


Have you ever been convicted of or pled ‘no contest’ to any crime? If yes, please explain:

	


REFERENCES
Please provide the names and addresses of three persons from whom the Foundation may obtain further information, if necessary:

	1.
	Name:
	Phone:          -          -

	
	(Present Principal or Superintendent)*
	

	
	Address/email:
	

	2.
	Name:
	Phone:          -          -

	
	(Colleague)
	

	
	Address/email:
	

	3.
	Name:
	Phone:          -          -

	
	(Other—occupation/relationship:                                                                         )
	

	
	Address/email:
	


*
If retired, submit most recent Principal or Superintendent and, if appropriate, add the name, title and address of a reference with current information about your educational involvement.

SCHOOL BOARD OR JURISDICTION

	Name of Present School Board or Jurisdiction
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone:  (      )
	Fax:  (      )


	Acknowledgement

	

	I acknowledge that I have provided the personal information in this application form voluntarily for the purpose of applying as a volunteer at the Marial Bai Secondary School.  Should I be accepted, the personal information in this application form will be kept on file at the Foundation’s office for the sole use of my involvement at the Marial Bai Secondary School.
	Yes:  (  

	Signature (or e-signature):
Date:
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